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Venator marks 90th anniversary of TiO2 production 
 

Business to plant tree for every employee to mark major milestone  
 
Venator, a global leader in specialty chemicals and ingredients, has announced a special initiative to mark 90 
years since it started producing TiO2 on Teesside in the UK. Venator has announced it is partnering with a 
local environmental organization, Trees on Tees, to plant 2,652 trees – one for each of its employees – across 
the North East of England, where the company’s head office is based. The news comes as Venator staff 
worldwide have been celebrating the production milestone with local site events held throughout July. 
 
Venator made its first ton of TiO2 back in 1934 at its Billingham plant in County Durham. Almost a century 
later, Venator continues to make TiO2 in the area and is one of the world’s leading producers of this brilliant 
white pigment, which is widely used in paints, coatings, cosmetics, paper and plastics. 
 
As Venator reflects on its rich history and looks to the future, its work with Trees on Tees mirrors its 
commitment to sustainability, community engagement and employee appreciation. Trees on Tees is a local 
government initiative that aims to plant one million trees and increase woodland creation in the Tees Valley. 
The organization collaborates with local landowners, community groups and businesses to plant the right 
trees in the right places – ensuring all tree species planted are carefully matched to each location. Venator’s 
trees will be planted this winter at a mix of local community projects, with Venator employees given the 
chance to help with the planting process. 
 
Rob Portsmouth, Executive Vice President, Sustainability, EHS and HR at Venator, said: “We are thrilled to 
partner with Trees on Tees. Planting trees together is a meaningful way to celebrate our employees, this 
important anniversary, and our dedication to environmental stewardship. We are grateful for the hard work 
and loyalty of our employees, past and present, who have contributed to Venator’s success over the years. 
Planting trees in their honor is our way of saying thank you and leaving a positive impact on the environment 
for future generations.” 
 
To mark 90 years of TiO2 production, Venator staff have been celebrating with lunches, cake bakes and 
sharing long service personnel interviews. Around 120 employees have been with the company for more than 
40 years. A special celebration picnic will also be held by the Teesside-based team in the coming weeks. 
 
Venator is a conscientious chemical company, committed to the safe, sustainable and responsible 
manufacture of high performance TiO2 pigments and performance additives. The company’s broad and 
versatile portfolio of pigments and additives are used by many well-known brand names, to create industry-
leading products that make a difference to daily life. TiO2 is a naturally occurring pigment that has a high 
refractive index and adds brilliance to all kinds of everyday applications including paints, coatings, paper and 
plastic. 
 
For more information about Venator and its sustainability initiatives, visit www.venatorcorp.com  
For more information about Trees on Tees go to: https://teesvalley-ca.gov.uk/treesontees/  
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About Venator 

 
Venator is a global manufacturer and marketer of chemical products that comprise a broad range of pigments 
and additives that bring color and vibrancy to buildings, protect and extend product life, and reduce energy 
consumption. We market our products globally to a diversified group of industrial customers through two 
segments: Titanium Dioxide, which consists of our TiO2 business, and Performance Additives, which consists 
of our functional additives, color pigments and timber treatment businesses. Based in Wynyard, U.K., Venator 
employs approximately 2,700 associates and sells its products in more than 109 countries.  
 
Social Media:  
X: www.twitter.com/VenatorCorp  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/venatorcorp  
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/venator-corp   
For more information about Venator visit www.venatorcorp.com   
 
 
Cautionary Statement Concerning Forward-Looking Statements 
Certain statements contained in this communication constitute “forward looking statements”, including 
statements regarding our environmental goals, commitments, strategies and related business and stakeholder 
impacts. These forward-looking statements represent Venator’s expectations or beliefs concerning future 
events, and it is possible that the expected results described in this communication will not be achieved or will 
be materially different than as described. These forward-looking statements are subject to risks, uncertainties 
and other factors, many of which are outside of Venator’s control, that could cause actual results to differ 
materially from the results discussed in the forward-looking statements. These risks and uncertainties include, 
without limitation, any failure to meet stated environmental goals and commitments, and our ability to execute 
our strategies in the time frame expected or at all, global sociodemographic and economic trends, changing 
government laws and regulations, technological innovations, climate-related conditions and weather events, 
our ability to gather and verify data regarding environmental impacts, the compliance of various third parties 
with our policies and procedures, and our expansion into new products and geographic regions. Any forward-
looking statement speaks only as of the date on which it is made, and, except as required by law or regulation, 
Venator does not undertake any obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statement, whether as a 
result of new information, future events or otherwise. New factors emerge from time to time, and it is not 
possible for Venator to predict all such factors. Moreover, many of the assumptions, standards, metrics, and 
measurements related to the information in this press release continue to evolve and are based on 
assumptions believed to be reasonable at the time of preparation, but should not be considered guarantees. 
Given the inherent uncertainty of the estimates, assumptions, and timelines related to the information in this 
press release, we may not be able to anticipate whether or the degree to which we will be able to meet our 
plans, targets, or goals in advance. 
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